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Project Description 
The Marshalltown Public Art Committee (M-PAC), in partnership with the Marshalltown 
Community School District, is seeking an artist or artist-led team for the commissioning of a large-
scale work of art for permanent installation in the entry area of the recently renovated Roundhouse 
sports facility at Marshalltown High School. 
 
Background Information 
Marshalltown High School and the Roundhouse were originally built in 1964-65.  The Roundhouse 
is an iconic building for the community because of its circular design, which was unique for the 
time.  Its design drew inspiration from the work of Le Corbusier, a Franco-Swiss architect and 
designer, and one of the pioneers of what is now called “modern architecture.”  The colored glass 
windows on the exterior of the Roundhouse and curvilinear design are reminiscent of the Cathedral 
Notre Dame du Haut in Ronchamp, France, which some consider to be one of the finest examples of 
Le Corbusier’s work and one of the most important examples of twentieth-century architecture. 
 
The Roundhouse is one of the most visited sites in the community.  When it officially opened on 
February 12, 1965, the first basketball game “was played before an estimated 4,950 basketball fans 
– the largest crowd in history to watch a high school basketball game played in a high school in the 
state of Iowa,” according to the Times-Republican newspaper.  It was considered “the finest in any 
high school in the state.”   
 
During its fifty-year history, the Roundhouse has been the site of thousands of local and statewide 
sporting and non-sporting events, and thousands of students, residents and visitors continue to use 
the facility today.  In the fall of 2013, the Marshalltown Community School District embarked on a 
$13.75 million renovation project to refresh and upgrade the facility.   “Honoring our past…building 
our future” was the message of the fundraising campaign to gather community contributions to 
supplement available school district funds for the project.   
 
The Roundhouse renovation is to be completed in two phases.  Construction on the first phase, 
including the addition of a new entry vestibule, new gym floor and bleacher seating, team meeting 
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rooms, locker rooms, offices, and a Hall of Pride, was completed in September, 2015, at a cost of 
$9.9 million.  The public art installation in the entry area will be the final component of Phase One. 
 
Phase Two will include the addition of a second gym, and a wrestling-multipurpose room.  
Fundraising for Phase Two is currently underway, with construction to begin once the $3.85 million 
goal has been reached. 
 
Budget 
The budget for the artwork is $100,000.00, including all associated costs of creation, fabrication, 
shipment and installation. 
 
Eligibility 
This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) project competition is open to all professional public artists 
or artist teams from throughout the United States.  Artists from diverse backgrounds are 
encouraged to apply for this project. 
 
Application Requirements and Deadline 
Interested artists should submit the following to the Marshalltown Public Art Committee, c/o Val 
Ruff at director@artsandculturealliance.org  no later than 5:00 p.m. Monday, November 16, 
2015: 

o Artist(s) contact information 
o Brief letter of interest.  Describe your interest in the project and general vision or plan for 

the artwork.  Explain any relevant details about your involvement, such as your process, 
medium and method by which you create your work. 

o Professional artist resume’ or CV including previous experience in creating art for public 
spaces 

o 5-10 digital samples that accurately represent the type of work you do  
o Written description of digital samples. 
o Names and contact information for three professional references familiar with your 

experience and/or potential in the field of public art. 
  
Project Goals 
The artwork selected for commissioning will:  

• be compatible with and celebrate the unique architectural qualities of the Roundhouse 
• provide a “wow factor” which invites people to enter the facility   
• exemplify excellence and innovation 
• convey a sense of community and inclusiveness  
• represent energy and movement  

 
Location of the Artwork 
In order to meet the goal of providing a “wow factor” which invites people to enter the facility, the 
artwork will be installed in or near the entry area of the Roundhouse.  The artist may propose a 
specific location within the entryway area for the installation of the artwork.  The entry space is two 
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stories high and is composed of clear glass on the front (or south) and on the second story (or east).  
The glass above the entry doors is 7’ tall by 48’ long.  Patrons come through the outside glassed-in 
area and enter a second set of doors directly ahead to access the Roundhouse facility.  Photographs 
and architectural drawings are attached for further information. 
 
Approximately twenty of the original colored windows which were removed during the renovation 
process have been preserved by the school district and are available for the artist to incorporate 
into the new artwork, if the artist chooses to do so.  The pieces are made of plexiglass, measure  
9-1/8” x 32-3/4” in size, and are colored red, blue, and yellow. 
 
Finalists 
Up to three artists or teams of artists will be chosen as finalists from the RFQ submissions.  
Selection criteria for these finalists will include: 

• Appropriateness of the artist’s past work as it relates to this project. 
• Quality of the work samples 
• Interest level of the artist, as expressed in the cover letter 
• Artist’s experience and accomplishments 

 
The finalists will be invited to develop a specific conceptual design for this project and 
compensated $1,000.00 each for their work.  The Roundhouse Public Art Subcommittee - composed 
of representatives from the school district, the Marshalltown Public Art Committee (M-PAC), 
students and community members - will select the winning proposal, but reserves the right to not 
select any proposal. The subcommittee will gather public feedback about the proposals and may 
also interview the finalists in person or by phone.   
 
The winning proposal will be chosen based on:  

• the quality of the design and the skill of the artist as demonstrated in previous works  
• the design’s perceived effectiveness in meeting the project goals (as stated above)  
• the artist’s commitment to  completing and installing the final artwork in a timely manner  

 
Anticipated Timeline 
Call to Artists issued:      October 1, 2015  
Submissions due:      November 16, 2015 
Notification of finalists:     December 1, 2015   
Conceptual designs due:     February 1, 2016 
Notification of final selection:     March 1, 2016 
Construction completion and installation of the art work: by January 1, 2017   
 
For Additional Information 
Contact Mary Giese, M-PAC Roundhouse Subcommittee, at mcgiese@mchsi.com or 641-485-7457, 
or Craig Huegel, Marshalltown High School Athletic Director, at chuegel@marshalltown.k12.ia.us or 
641-754-1130. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

The architecture of the Marshalltown High School Roundhouse was inspired by Le Corbusier’s 
Chapel of Notre Dame du Haut in Ronchamp, France, with its curvilinear design and use of colored 
glass windows throughout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Concept drawing of remodeled Roundhouse, with potential art installation depicted in red, white 
and blue over the entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Roundhouse with completed remodeling (Phase I). 

 



Outside entrance to Roundhouse.  

 

 



Inside vestibule looking East.  (Outside doors on the right; doors leading further inside on the left.) 

 

Inside vestibule looking West.  (Outside doors on the left; doors leading further inside on the right.) 

 



Outside entrance as viewed from inside the vestibule. 

 

View inside Roundhouse as seen when entering through the second set of doors from vestibule. 

 



View of walking track encircling gymnasium immediately inside the building. 

 

 



Reclaimed plexiglass removed during remodeling.  Construction dust is visible on the plexiglass.     

Size: 9-1/8” x 32-3/4” 

Quantities of full panes:    Blue – 10      Red – 9 Clear – 3  (may have originally been yellow) 

Additional smaller pieces which were broken during their removal are also available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Roundhouse at night. 

 

  


